Communication Studies

Sssssssynthesissssssssssss Ssssssssssssssssssheet
Write answers to the questions on a separate sheet. Spend time thinking and understanding the issues. Write down things that have not made sense.

1. What are the arguments FOR intrapersonal as a category of communication? What are the arguments against?

2. Intrapersonal communication can be interpreted in two ways. Explain.

3. How is group communication different from mass communication?

4. What kind of common bonds might groups share?

5. How is an out-group different from an in-group?

6. How does broadcasting communicate to a mass audience in a personalised way?

7. What does it mean if communication is used for socialisation?

8. Why do we need models of communication?

9. In language development, how is behaviourism different from innateness?

10. How can our language affect the way we see the world?

11. How can the way we see the world affect our language?

Extension activities

Draw a picture of a house with the windows open. Dream about it.

Smash your head on a chandelier*
Pour lots of ink  onto some old sugar-paper and make your own inkblot wallpaper. Decorate your bedroom with it and then get therapy. 

*please have a caretaker on hand before trying this.
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2. Synthesis Sheet ANSWER SUMMARY
3. What are the arguments FOR intrapersonal as a category of communication? What are the arguments against?

FOR
AGAINST

A person interacts with her/himself in the process of thought
This isn’t communication – it’s just natural thought process 


Communication requires two individuals to send/receive: this process doesn’t have that. If it did, it would imply a dual self.

4. Intrapersonal communication can be interpreted in two ways. Explain.

It can be EITHER internal communication within the self (perception, cognition, memory and emotional responses) OR personal forms of communication such as DIARIES, JOURNALS, JOTTINGS.

5. How is group communication different from mass communication?

· A group shares common attributes/goals/aspirations/interests (eg family, fan-club, trainspotters).

· Mass communication is aimed at a much broader grouping, though it may attempt to address them as individuals. It is transmission of cultural material from an institutional source to a mass audience.

6. What kind of common bonds might groups share?

They may aim to have solidarity, via a shared activity (eg sport), shared cultural background (eg family), shared aspirations (eg political party)

7. How is an out-group different from an in-group?

‘in-groups’ (collectives with which people identify – eg clubs, teams, societies, parties, classes) 

‘out-groups’ (groups seen as undesirable – eg extremists, terrorists, unemployed, beggars, victims of disease).

8. How does broadcasting communicate to a mass audience in a personalised way?

Wants us to note the message; wants it to seem personally directed at us; for persuasive reasons a personal approach is often more effective than an abstract, generalised one.

9. What does it mean if communication is used for socialisation?

10. To communicate the values of a dominant group – eg moral codes, cultural assumptions, expectations. For example: parents and schools sometimes use communication for civilising children.
11. Why do we need models of communication?
12. They can help to explain a complex process visually and more economically than using words

13. In language development, how is behaviourism different from innateness?
Behaviourists see communication as developing from influences outside us – ie we learn through perception and imitation.

14. Mentalists say that there is some level of pre-programming of our brains to develop language rules (eg “sheeps”)

15. How can our language affect the way we see the world?
16. The range of our vocabulary shapes the way we see things – eg colours, verbs of colour, words meaning snow or sand.

17. How can the way we see the world affect our language?.

Our attitudes, obsessions, prejudices are reflected in our language – eg words we use to describe women (darling, sweetie, babe, chick, duck, fluff)
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18. The day after my birthday

